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Expect the Best

Mischell signed a lease on a 2,200-square-foot space earlier
this month. He said it takes around $500,000 to open a new

Backcountry Delicatessen franchise.

When the restaurant opens, it’ll seat 80 patrons: 40 inside
and another 40 on an outdoor patio, he said. Mischell plans to
hire between 10 and 12 staff initially, starting with a general
manager in the next few months.
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Andrea Nicholl of Greenwood Village-based Eidos Architects Dave Mischell
designed the project. Mischell is currently gathering

construction bids. Newmark’s Justin Kliewer and Alyssa Mischell, Dave’s wife, brokered the lease.

Finding commercial space was Mischell’s biggest hurdle when opening the shop. With Denver’s abundance
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“Demand from other retailers has made finding that space really tight and construction costs high,” he said.
“It’s also tough to find labor with experience in restaurants — there’s so many jobs out there and not enough

people to fill them.”

Backcountry Delicatessen’s target demographic is high-income adventurers, who have the disposable
income to eat out and dig the restaurant’s branding. Mischell said about 25 percent of his locations’ revenue

comes from catering, and 75 percent comes from dine-in sales.

Mischell, 34, had no experience as a restaurateur prior to opening his first Backcountry Delicatessen in
2010. The former CPA’s first experience with the fast-casual chain came during vacations in Steamboat, and

he became involved after craving its food in Denver.
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George Demopoulos is a BusinessDen reporter who covers entrepreneurship and
fitness/outdoor recreation. He is a graduate of the University of Denver. Email him
at George@BusinessDen,com.
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